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Branch (BLP) (also referred to as Ward) 
 

Lewisham Deptford parliamentary constituency is made up of seven wards.   

In Lewisham Deptford the local Labour Party organises on these ward boundaries.  So when you join 

the national Labour Party you are automatically a member of the local Labour Party that covers the 

ward in Lewisham Deptford constituency that you live in. This is called your ‘Branch’ or ‘Branch 

Labour Party (BLP)’ 

A lot of Labour Party activity takes place at this branch level.  

Branch meetings tend to be held once a month with the exception of August. 

As a member of the Branch you can stand for and elect other local members, like yourself, to act as 

officers of the BLP.  These officers keep the Branch running efficiently.  For example, a Chair to Chair 

the meeting, a Secretary, to let everyone know what is going on, and a Treasurer to manage the BLP 

funds. These officers tend to be elected each year at the Branch Annual General Meeting (AGM).  

This Branch AGM will also elect local members to the represent their views at co-ordinating 

meetings of the wider Lewisham Deptford Constituency Labour Party (CLP) (see below).  This 

meeting is called the ‘General Committee’ (GC). 

The Branch also discusses issues and policies which are important to your neighbourhood and 

beyond. At times a branch member may feel that they would like to forward their suggestion in the 

form of a motion. They may have pre-drafted the motion or discuss the wording at the branch 

meeting. It is voted on by those present and if agreed it is forwarded by the Chair or Secretary of the 

BLP to be discussed and voted upon at the constituency’s next General Committee. 

Finally, each of the seven wards in Lewisham Deptford constituency elects three local councillors to 

represent the people of that ward on Lewisham Council. It is the Labour members that live in the 

BLP who chose who are to be the Labour candidates that stand for each ward. Your Ward Councillor 

then has to report back to the BLP.  
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Constituency (CLP) 
 

As well as being a member of the BLP which covers the ward where you live – you will also be a 

member of the Constituency Labour Party (CLP) of Lewisham Deptford. 

The Lewisham Deptford CLP is comprised of every member who lives within the boundaries of 

Lewisham Deptford parliamentary constituency plus those trade unions and social societies who 

choose to affiliate to Lewisham Deptford. 

The CLP chooses members from your area to represent you at Annual Conference and you also have 

a say over who is the Labour parliamentary candidate for Lewisham Deptford.   

The CLP meets once every two months, and this meeting is called a General Committee (GC).  

The GC is an opportunity for guest speakers to address members. Councillors from each ward give an 

update to everyone present. There are also campaign updates. Motions are brought forward by the 

branches to be discussed and voted upon by the General Committee delegates who were elected by 

their Branch. It is important to note that ALL members are invited to attend the General Committee, 
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take part in the debates for or against a motion, which can be very persuasive, but only those 

selected by their Branch to be on the General Committee (GC) as a delegate can vote.  

There is also an Executive Committee (EC) for each CLP, which also consist of Branch members 

elected by their branch to represent them at this committee. The Executive Committee (EC) meets 

before the General Committee (GC) meets. The role of the EC is to ensure the smooth running of the 

CLP, deal with administration, finance, fund-raising and report to the GC on its activities and ideas. 

 

Groups and Forums You Can Join Within the Constituency 

There are Groups within the constituency which also meet during the year and you can be involved 

with: 

 Women’s Forum 

 Black, Asian & Minority Ethnics (BAME) 

 Young People 

The chairs for each group are elected each year at the specific group’s annual general meeting 

(AGM). If you would like to receive emails from any of these groups please notify the constituency 

Chair or Secretary so that the chair of the group can be informed and you can be added to the email 

list. 

 

Groups and Forums You Can Join Within the Labour Party 

There are Groups within The Labour Party which also meet and hold events which you can be 

involved with: 

Group Contact 

BAME Labour http://www.bamelabour.org.uk 

Disability Labour http://www.disabilitylabour.org.uk 

Labour Students http://www.labourstudents.org.uk 

Labour Women http://www.labourwomen.org.uk 

LGBT Labour http://www.lgbtlabour.org.uk 

Young Labour http://www.younglabour.org.uk 

 

National Policy Forum (NPF) 
 

The NPF meets several times a year to make sure that the direction of our policy reflects the broad 

consensus in the party. Between meetings, the representatives that make up the body liaise with the 

members, supporters and public who submit to the Your Britain Website, which has been setup by 

the Labour Party. NPF representatives will respond to submissions made, ask questions and engage 

in on-going debate about the issues that matter to you, feeding them back when the NPF meets to 
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move our policy forward. The National Policy Forum includes representatives of CLPs and regions, 

Labour Councillor and affiliated trade unions. 

The NPF has around 200 members and represents all stakeholder groups in the party – CLPs, Trade 

Unions, MPs, MEPs, Councillors, and Socialist Societies. The voice of local party members is heard on 

the NPF by constituency and regional representatives. 

There are four constituency representatives and they are elected by a postal ballot of all members in 

the region.  We are in London region.  If you are a young member – i.e. aged below 27 you will also 

get to vote for a young person to represent London constituencies on the NPF.  The regional 

representatives for London are elected through the London regional Conference. Lewisham 

Deptford CLP will chose delegates to go to this Conference to represent our views. 

 

National Executive Committee (NEC) 
 

The National Executive Committee (NEC) is made up of representatives from each section of the 

party: Government, MPs, MEPs, Councillors, Trade Unions, Socialist Societies and CLPs.  

There are six constituency representatives on the NEC and they are elected every two years by a 

postal ballot of all members across the country.   

The NEC sets the party's objectives and oversees the running of the party nationally. 

 

Annual Conference 
 

 

The Conference is the ultimate authority in the party. Conference decides the policy framework from 

which the next manifesto will be drawn and sets party rules. Conference considers the policy papers 

prepared by the policy commissions after consulting local parties. CLP Members choose delegates to 

represent them at conference. At the Conference CLP Delegates represents their constituency on 

voting on Motions at the conference. These motions can come forward from any constituency within 

the UK. 
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How Members Work Together 
 

 Attending Branch meetings 

 Attending General Committee (GC) Meetings 

 

 Canvassing – Going out with a small group to engage 

with your Local community to see if there are any local 

issues they wish to raise. 

 Voter ID – Going out with a small group to speak to 

those who previously voted Labour they have any local 

issues they wish to raise and ask if they intend to vote 

for Labour. 

 Leafleting –Volunteering to delivery leaflets on your 

road or a neighbouring road.  

 

 Attend Labour Party Fundraising events 

 Attend other Constituency Group Meeting e.g. Women, 

Lesbians, Bisexuals, Gays and Transsexuals (LBGT), BAME 

(Black Asian & Minority Ethnics), Youth Group. 

 

 Get involved in local campaigns and attend their meetings, e.g. Save Lewisham Hospital A&E and 

Maternity Services, Save New Cross & Downham Fire stations, Don’t Dump on Deptford’s Heart.  
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 Take Part in Lewisham Labour Party Manifesto Days held by the Mayor of Lewisham. Here 

you can help shape the local manifesto. 

 Talking to Friends and Families about your involvement in the Party and Labour Policies. 

 Encourage your friends and families to join the party. Membership starts from the age of 14. 

 Helping on stalls e.g. at local park events and Lewisham’s Peoples’ Day. This is a great way to 

engage with the local community and sign new members if they wish to join the Labour 

Party. 
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Glossary & Abbreviations 
 

AGM Annual General Meeting 

BAME Black, Asian and Minority Ethnics 

BLP Branch Labour Party 

CLLR Councillor 

CLP Constituency Labour Party 

Delegate A person chosen to represent a group 

EC Executive Committee 

GC General Committee 

LCF Local Campaign Forum 

Husting / Hustings 
A meeting where political candidates address the electors and respond 
to selected questions 

LGBT Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender 

Manifesto 
A public declaration of principles, policies, or intentions, especially of a 
political nature. 

MEP Member of European Parliament 

Motion Making a proposal 

MP Member of Parliament 

NEC National Executive Committee 

NPF National Policy Forum 

PPC Prospective Parliamentary Conference 

Slate A list of the Labour Party candidates running for office as a ‘team’. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



9 
 

Useful Websites 
 

The Labour Party - http://www.labour.org.uk 

How the Labour Party Works -  http://www.labour.org.uk/how_we_work  

Lewisham Councillors by Branch (Ward) - 

http://councilmeetings.lewisham.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?FN=WARD&VW=LIST&PIC=0 

Lewisham Local Assemblies - 

http://www.lewisham.gov.uk/getinvolved/localassemblies/Pages/default.aspx 

Lewisham Council Website – http://www.lewisham.gov.uk 

Polling Station Locations - http://www.lewisham.gov.uk/mayorandcouncil/elections/electoral-

reviews/Pages/review-polling-districts-polling-places.aspx 

BAME Labour - http://www.bamelabour.org.uk 

Disability Labour - http://www.disabilitylabour.org.uk 

Labour Students - http://www.labourstudents.org.uk 

Labour Women - http://www.labourwomen.org.uk 

LGBT Labour -  http://www.lgbtlabour.org.uk 

Young Labour -  http://www.younglabour.org.uk 

 

  

http://www.labour.org.uk/
http://www.labour.org.uk/how_we_work
http://councilmeetings.lewisham.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?FN=WARD&VW=LIST&PIC=0
http://www.lewisham.gov.uk/getinvolved/localassemblies/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.lewisham.gov.uk/
http://www.lewisham.gov.uk/mayorandcouncil/elections/electoral-reviews/Pages/review-polling-districts-polling-places.aspx
http://www.lewisham.gov.uk/mayorandcouncil/elections/electoral-reviews/Pages/review-polling-districts-polling-places.aspx
http://www.bamelabour.org.uk/
http://www.disabilitylabour.org.uk/
http://www.labourstudents.org.uk/
http://www.labourwomen.org.uk/
http://www.lgbtlabour.org.uk/
http://www.younglabour.org.uk/
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Lewisham Deptford Branch (Ward) Maps  
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Evelyn BLP/Ward 
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Ladywell BLP/Ward 
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Lewisham Central BLP/Ward 
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Telegraph Hill BLP/Ward 

 

 

  



17 
 

 

Acknowledgements 
Labour Party Website - http://www.labour.org.uk 

Lewisham Council – http://www.lewisham.gov.uk 

Brenda Dacres 

Baroness Alicia Kennedy of Cradley 

 

http://www.labour.org.uk/
http://www.lewisham.gov.uk/

